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Rule No Organism(s) Indicator Agent Agents Affected Rule Remarks Grade References 

 Fluoroquinolones 

1 Moraxella catarrhalis nalidixic acid screening 
test 

all fluoroquinolones IF susceptible in the nalidixic 
acid screening test THEN report 
susceptible to all indicated 
fluoroquinolones 
 
IF resistant in the nalidixic acid 
screening test THEN report 
indicated fluoroquinolones 
resistant OR determine the 
susceptibility of the agent to be 
used in therapy AND if 
susceptible add a note that 
resistance may develop during 
therapy. 

Decreased susceptibility to 
fluoroquinolones in M. 
catarrhalis is due to gyrA 
mutations and can be 
reliably detected in tests 
with nalidixic acid.  
High level fluoroquinolone 
resistance as defined by 
resistance to moxifloxacin, 
levofloxacin or ciprofloxacin 
has been rarely described 
in this organism. Until there 
is evidence of clinical 
significance of these 
isolates, they should be 
reported as resistant. 
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